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1

Lakoff and Johnson 1980

conceptual metaphor CONTAINER SOURCE-PATH-GOAL
AN ACTIVITY 

IS A SUBSTANCE Lakoff and Johnson 1980: 66 MORE IS UP; LESS IS DOWN Ibid.: 15

+ / +
1

1 : AN ARGUMENT IS A CONTAINER 
a. That argument has holes in it.
b. You won't find that idea in his argument. 
c. That conclusion falls out of my argument. 

Ibid.: 92
2 : HAPPY IS UP; SAD IS DOWN 

a. I'm feeling up.
b. I'm feeling down.
c. I fell into a depression. 

Ibid.: 15

turn over, give up

Quirk et al.
1985; Biber et al. 1999

2004

                                                          
1



3 3
3 4a-b 5

3  The doll is in the box.
4  a. The machine got out of control.

b. My enthusiasm got out of control.
5  Happiness is in the box.

4b enthusiasm
control got out of

‘enthusiasm’ en
thus;‘theology’ ‘theos’

3.2.

conventionalized way of describing the process; Cameron 1999: 108



2
3

2 3

 2005
3

1 at on in
Rice 1996: 148-152 Rice

spatial : I fell asleep at the library. temporal : I’ll be home at 10 p.m.
abstract : At least it was hers. phrasal verb : What are you looking at me for?

at 57/100 on 57/100 in 60/100

2 Mandler
1991 Mandler 5-8 in

CONTAINMENT on SUPPORT 4

Mandler 1991: 418

3 Tyler and Evans 2003

in “containment”
                                                          
2 prototype ‘bird’

‘robin’ ‘penguin’ Rosch 1973 ‘climb’
Fillmore 1982

‘bird’

3 image schema

4



Tyler and Evans 2003: 50-51 Mandler
1991

6

6  a. The blind is down.

b. walk down the hill

BNC5 in at
50 6

7

7-8 8

7  a. Through the window, they saw empty glasses on the bar, dishes in the sink, the TV 
on. ABS 1161

b. He was born in Edinburgh, …. B1D 390
c. Of the children Rachel was the worst injured, with tiny pieces of glass from the 

windscreen in her eyes, …. CDS 853
8  a. Philip looked at her. ABX 1317 prepositional verb; Biber et

al. 1999: 403 “look at”
b. …, as SCCs were formed, so each would appoint a number of ‘Friendly Visitors’ to 

interview the school-leavers and their parents at home …. B1T 373
c. Glycine at position 79, which is present in all H1 molecules, is involved in making a 

sharp bend in the polypeptide chain, in going from the end of helix III into the 
-hairpin. CRM 10937

50 in 7 10 at
                                                          
5 1 the Second Edition of the British National Corpus
6 in at BNC 50 1

in 1,466,898
50 1 29,337 29,337 58,674

7 1
8 ID

BNC



8 20

1 2

9 In my view, ... my view
VISUAL FIELDS ARE CONTAINERS 

Lakoff and Johnson 1980: 30 9

10  She is in white today.

CLOTHES COLORS ARE 
CONTAINERS

11  I’m down with flu.
HEALTH AND LIFE ARE 

UP; SICKNESS AND DEATH ARE DOWN (Ibid.: 15)
12  The telephone line is down.

OPERATING IS UP; NOT OPERATING IS DOWN

9 10

11 12

“find out” ‘find’ ‘out’
                                                          
9



VISIBLE IS OUT

Hampe 2000

10

Bolinger 1971: 112-115 3
1. first-level stereotype: 
2. second-level stereotype: 
3. third-level stereotype: “put on the dog” 
2 second-level stereotype 2
2a. first-level metaphor: “go

up” “load up”
2b. second-level metaphor: “make up a bed”

“rub out a mistake”
“make up a face” “rub out an 

adversary”
Bolinger first-level stereotype

second-level stereotype third-level
stereotype

BNC

13  a. In 1923 Van Der Meulen applied for the post of consul there …. A4J40

b. It must be borne in mind that there is a crucial distinction between crisis 
management and crisis resolution. APD 83

c. At one point, in fact, everything he had recorded, both acoustically and electrically, 
could be obtained on LP. ED6 3036

14  a. Terry is hoping to take a Sabbatical at some stage this year. A7K 851
b. ‘He's got your best interests at heart, you know.’ AEB 514
c. We fought at close range, not more than twenty steps apart, …. ALX 814

                                                          
10 “face up to” PROBLEMS ARE OBSTACLES CLOSE IS UP ACTIVE IS UP
PURPOSEFUL ACTION IS MOTION TOWARDS A GOAL



50 in 13
38 at 14 28

1.
2.
3. 11

4.
1 11 “I’m down with flu.”  “wipe 

out”
2 3.2.3. BNC 4.1

3

4 4.2. 4.3.

Blasko and Connine 1993: 295

Lakoff and Johnson 1980

                                                          
11 direct processing models 1

Blasko and Connine 1993: 295-297 1
indirect processing models

Ibid.



Blasko and Connine 1993: 305 “A is B.”

Hampe 2000: 87
15

15  She turned round and found herself facing a lion.
/

Grady 1999 “primary scene” “primary
metaphor” Hampe 2000: 87 15 “cognitive bridge”

BNC 50
16

16  a. While strikes might be a thing of the past, at least in most ports, there has been a 
marked increase in accidents and sickness rates reported by several operators. 
Unfortunately, systematic, industry-side data is now a thing of the past for the port 
industry following the demise of the National Dock Labour Board and the National 
Association of Port Employers, so it is impossible to determine whether this is a 
specific or general phenomenon. K9V 502-503

b. She had no urge whatever to throw herself at Mitch. HGK 2943

c. …, fill in the coupon on page 216 and return to us without delay. G2V 501
“fill in”; 



d. At the August meeting John White said that the DHAC intended to organise tenants' 
associations. APP 983

17

17  God is in the details.

Grady et al. 1999

“blending” Fauconnier and Turner 1996

Gibbs and O'Brien 1990 “blow
one's stack” “hit the ceiling”

Gibbs 1992

“prototype scenario”; Lakoff 1987: 397-406

ANGER IS THE HEAT OF A FLUID IN A CONTAINER
Lakoff 1987: 387

“kick the bucket” OED12

                                                          
12 Oxford English Dictionary, Second Edition, CD-ROM version 3.0



bucket, n.2 “A beam or yoke on which anything may be hung or carried. Hence
(perhaps) to kick the bucket; (slang) to die.”

“kick the 
bucket” “kick
the bucket” Gibbs and O’Brien 1990: 65

“kick the bucket”
“make the scene”

BNC in at 50

Cameron 1999: 106

/

13

                                                          
13 topological character
Talmy 2000: 25



2
Cameron 1999: 120-123 have

1 3

1.

2. 1

3.

Cameron 1999: 123

1975: 329-335

Cameron 1999 1975

7-8 13-14



1

1

13

18 20 3
in

18  The card is in the envelope.
19 = 10 She is in white today.

20 = 17 God is in the details.



1 BNC in/at/on

30

1 in/at/on 30
in at on 

in + NP V + in at + NP V + at on + NP V + on
way be time look side be 
case come end be hand go 
fact live home stare basis base 
year go moment arrive ground come 
area work level aim way depend 
country find stage work occasion work 
world use point glance day get 
time do school smile May sit 
Britain result work start March take 
London read rate stand April concentrate 
form see night sit October carry 
place get beginning stay January put 
mind hold age do November rely 
life set top hold September focus 
sense sit back come June hold 
day make meeting go December move 
chapter lie cost get July lie 
Europe appear risk laugh February stand 
house have price gaze Saturday hang 
England show bottom live August spend 
term put university appear floor call 
hand bear centre play Sunday insist 
studio stand foot make page have 



position occur door run road comment 
part say side stop face live 
school die expense see issue turn 
word take start have back pass 
context stay speed glare earth fall 

2 1

2 in
30 in 14

2 in 30

area, house mind, word year, day
in this way, in fact

13 2
21

                                                          
14 +1 in -1 in

*** p<0.01



21  a. ‘There was a genuine anxiety for the boys and the parents in this case, …. FT6 721
b. In an ideal world, it would now be the preferred method of evaluating brain 

pathology …. HU2 5467

c. In other words, for this purpose, and for this purpose only, a minor was to be treated 
as if it were an adult. FDC 367

2 The CHILDES database15

in 20 BNC

2 in 20
rank/age -31  31-42  43 - BNC 

1 box 84 house 89 house 72 way 
2 house 83 water 76 water 61 case 
3 water 71 bag 66 room 57 fact 
4 bed 67 bed 66 school 54 year 
5 room 52 room 54 car 47 area 
6 bag 50 box 48 bed 44 country 
7 chair 48 mouth 44 bag 41 world 
8 car 47 kitchen 38 back 38 time 
9 minute 47 car 36 front 36 Britain 
10 zoo 25 hand 29 box 32 London 
11 mouth 21 minute 29 morning 32 form 
12 cup 20 crib 22 middle 29 place 
13 kitchen 20 chair 20 kitchen 28 mind 
14 mommy 20 sky 20 mouth 28 life 
15 pocket 20 hole 19 hand 26 sense 
16 wastebasket 20 corner 18 pocket 24 day 
17 air 19 front 17 chair 21 chapter 

                                                          
15 http://childes.psy.cmu.edu/data/



18 closet 18 trunk 17 minute 21 Europe 
19 hole 18 middle 16 mirror 21 house 
20 bath tub 16 pot 16 sky 21 England 
21 garage 16 truck 16  term 

22 16 23

22  *FAT: some of her toys are packed ? 
*CHI: yeah . 
*FAT: in what ? 
*FAT: what are they in ? 
*CHI: in um [//] in big box . 
*MOT: that's right . 

Bellinger and Gleason (1982); dinner¥patricia.ch; 34
23  *CHI: does dis have a door in back of it ? 

Brown (1973); adam¥adam40.cha; 47

2

be be + in
3 4 43 -54 329

300 24

24  *CHI: what's in that bottle ? 
*INV: those are some tadpoles . 

Henry (1995), Wilson and Henry (1998); john03.cha; 48

be
in

                                                          
16 CHILDES

CHILDES



BNC  ‘way’ ‘case’ 
25-26

25  It is stressed in two specific ways. EFT-1608
26  I believe that it is important in most cases for each language to have parity; ...

FA3-1324

Friederici 1983

CHILDES

13-14

17 in +1
in -1 in

3 BNC

                                                          
17 1 http://www.eng.ritsumei.ac.jp/lcorpus/index-j.html

32,500 2 43,500
Google http://www.google.co.jp/

2a Japanese Sorry “poor English”
2b “English diary”

11,200



in +1 -1
4

3 in

4 in



in
in

18

‘life’ in in
‘life’ 27a-b 19 2 LIFE IS A CONTAINER Lakoff 

and Johnson 1980: 51

27  a. But this kind of experience has been in your real life, hasn't it? “How Far Did the 
Kite Go?” 20 3

b. I think that Traveling discover things which we don't see in everyday-life.
“Traveling” and “Gardening” 21 travel2.txt 2

7 22 Rice 1996: 148-152 3.1.
3 23

3
 Spatial Temporal Abstract Phrasal Verb TOTAL 

at 5 9 2 3 19 
on 13 4 3 1 21 
in 22 4 5  31 

abstract 28a-j 24

28  a. He is good at English. /6
b. I am in kimono. /5

                                                          
18 area, case, form, sense place

19

20 http://www.eng.ritsumei.ac.jp/lcorpus/data/asao02/
21 http://www.eng.ritsumei.ac.jp/lcorpus/data/asao01/
22 3 5 7 11 4 3 6 10

10
23 Rice 1 10 10
24



c. She is in a bad mood. /10 a
d. At first I couldn’t speak and write in Japanese. /10 a
e. He met his old friend on his way home. /10 a
f. He goes to work on foot. /10 a
g. She was angry at John. /10 a
h. Interested in English. /11
i. I have falled in love with her. /10 b
j. His DVD now on sale. /7

28a-j

25

1981: 105

                                                          
25 /10 a 10c-g



1

2
3

3

make put have do
Cameron 1999: 109
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